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Lesson Two

Common Configuration 

Mistakes, part two
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Multiplexing



If supported by your backup product…



Find out compression ratio, and 

determine drive throughput rate



Perform multiple tests to see what the 

throughput of each test is (backup and 

restore)



Use the lowest multiplexing setting that 

will stream the drive
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Multistreaming



Based on multiplexing setting, determine 

how fast an individual stream should be



Configure clients to only send the number 

of streams they can support



For example, if you need 10 jobs to stream 

a 50 MB/s drive, each job is 5 MB/s.  Limit 

100 Mb clients to one job, and GbE to 

whatever number they can support.
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Include Lists



Don’t use them



Instead, use these

–

All

–

ALL_LOCAL_DRIVES

–

*:\

–

/*



Exclude total garbage (e.g. /tmp)
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Full backup frequency



If your backup software does full backups…



Monthly full backups (virtual if possible) spread out across 

the month



Weekly level 1 or cumulative backups on same day as the 

full (e.g. 1

st

Friday and all Fridays)



Spreads out load across the month, making off -site copies 

much easier to create.



Reduces cost and risk

–

Fewer backups means fewer failures and more success

–

Fewer backups means fewer tapes, less cost

–

Allows you to make copies, decreasing risk
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Disk



More on this later, but if you have data, 

you should be using disk.



Although it’s not a panacea, it solves so 

many problems, it’s becoming a no-

brainer for all size environments



This is especially true if you’re doing a 

technology refresh
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Resources

Coming Soon:

Practical

Data

Protection
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